Recent work has shown that attentional deficits following stroke can be modulated by motivational stimulation, particularly anticipated monetary reward. Here we examined the effects of anticipated reward on the pathological attentional blink (AB), an index of temporal selective attention, which is prolonged in patients with right hemisphere damage and a history of left neglect. We specifically compared the effects of reward versus feedback-without-reward on the AB in 17 patients. We found that the patients all manifested impaired performance compared to healthy controls and that reward modulated the pathological blink in the patient group, but only in the second experimental session. When the performance of patients whose neglect had recovered was compared with that of patients who had ongoing or persistent neglect, reward appeared to only influence the AB in the former. These results have implications for our understanding of motivation-attention interactions following right hemisphere stroke, and how they may impact upon recovery from spatial neglect.
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Introduction
Spatial neglect, which most commonly occurs following right hemisphere stroke, is the archetypal acquired disorder of attention in adults (Bartolomeo, n.d.; Corbetta and Shulman, 2011) . A great deal of research into neglect has been carried out to increase understanding of attentional processes, and also to develop effective treatments, as neglect has a profound impact on rehabilitation outcome. Neglect has been described as a 'weak syndrome', with a number of constituent components that frequently co-occur, but it is universally agreed that the primary cognitive processes that are disrupted in neglect relate to attention, and the syndrome results from a combination of spatially-lateralised and non-lateralised components (Corbetta and Shulman, 2011; Husain and Rorden, 2003; Vallar and Bolognini, 2014) .
Attention in both healthy individuals and in patient groups has been shown to be modifiable by a number of behavioural influences, and one area that has been particularly closely studied over the last decade is the influence of reward on attentional processes (Anderson et al., 2011; Bagurdes et al., 2008; Della Libera and Chelazzi, 2006; Hickey et al., 2010) . Numerous studies have demonstrated that anticipated reward, in the form of food or money, can modulate attention at the behavioural level, with associated neural correlates that can be observed using electrophysiology and functional imaging (Kiss et al., 2009; Mohanty et al., 2008; Small et al., 2005) . Interestingly, approximately thirty years ago Marsel Mesulam noted that reward can also affect pathological impairment of attention and described the transient improvement of neglect on a standard clinical task when a patient was offered money for each target found (Mesulam, 1985) . Following the more recent work with healthy volunteers described above, we systematically explored this in a group of stroke patients and showed that anticipated monetary reward can directly modulate the severity of neglect, and other investigators have also found that reward-based learning can improve spatial exploration in patients with fronto-parietal dysfunction (Lucas et al., 2013; Malhotra et al. 2013) .
Although these studies demonstrate that reward can reduce deficits of spatial attention in stroke patients, a number of questions regarding reward's modulatory effects remain unanswered. The first of these relates to the underlying mechanism. In a number of studies with healthy individuals, anticipated reward has been shown to affect attentional performance in specific tasks by modulating the salience of individual stimuli, and performance Neuropsychologia 92 (2016) 190-196 
